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1 . ON MARCH 28 SAMUEL NOUMOFF, AN AMERICAN WHO TEACHES AT 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY IN MONTREAL. VISITED EA/K DIRECTOR 
HURWITZ TO DELIVER A LETTER FROM NORTH KOREAN FONMIN HO TAM 
TO SECRETARY VANCE. TEXT OF LETTER SENT REFTEL. FOLLOWING, 

ON FYI BASIS ONLY, ARE COMMENTS NOUMOFF MADE IN CONNECTION 
WITH LETTER DELIVERY. 

2. NOUMOFF SAID HE HAD VISITED NORTH KOREA IN LATE 
DECEMBER 1976 TO STUDY ITS CADRE SYSTEM AND HAD, AT THAT 
TIME, HELD DISCUSSIONS ON THE KOREA QUESTION WITH A NORTH 
KOREAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL. SOME TIME A7TER HIS RE- 
TURN TO CANADA, HE WAS ASKED BY NORTH KOREANS TO MAKE 
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ANOTHER VISIT TO PYONGYANG. HE DID SO IN FEBRUARY FOR A 
STAY OF TWO DAYS. ACCORDING TO NOUMOFF, IN VIEW OF HIS 
TIGHT SCHEDULE, THE NORTH KOREANS SENT A PLANE FROM 
PYONGYANG TO PEKING TO PICK HIM UP AND LATER RETURNED 
HIM TO PEKING BY ANOTHER SPECIAL FLIGHT. 
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3. DURING HIS SECOND STAY IN PYONGYANG, NOUMOFF SAID HE 

HAD HAD EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH HO TAM AND OTHER 
OFFICIALS ON THE KOREA QUESTION AND ON U.S. -NORTH KOREAN 
RELATIONS. THE NORTH KOREANS INSISTED THAT CONTINUED 
TENSIONS ON THE PENINSULA COULD LEAD TO A WAR WHICH WOULD 
RAPIDLY INVOLVE GREAT POWERS AND WHICH COULD BECOME 
NUCLEAR. THEY STRESSED THAT ALL POSSIBLE MEANS MUST BE 
EMPLOYED TO REDUCE TENSIONS AND TO SEEK PEACEFUL SETTLE- 
MENT OF KOREA QUESTION. 

4. NORTH KOREANS ASSERTED THERE WAS OVERRIDING NEED FOR 
A NORTH KOREAN-U.S. DIALOGUE TO ARRANGE FOR PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION OF THE KOREA QUESTION. CURRENT U.S. INSISTENCE 
THAT THE SOUTH PARTICIPATE IN ANY SUCH DIALOGUE WAS, 
ACCORDING TO NORTH KOREANS, A PRETEXT WHICH THE U.S. 
EMPLOYED TO AVOID U.S.-NORTH KOREAN TALKS. THE NORTH 
KOREANS SAID THEY DID NOT, IN FACT, WANT TO EXCLUDE THE 
SOUTH FROM ANY DISCUSSION OF NORTH-SOUTH SETTLEMENT. 
INDEED, THE NORTH HAD ALWAYS INSISTED THAT SUCH SETTLEMENT 
HAD TO BE ARRANGED BY THE KOREAN PEOPLE THEMSELVES. BUT 
PYONGYANG BELIEVED THAT THE ATMOSPHERE FOR GENUINE 
NORTH-SOUTH TALKS COULD BE ENHANCED BY A PRIOR DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN THE NORTH AND THE U.S. WHICH WAS AIMED AT REACHING 
A MORE PERMANENT PEACE ARRANGEMENT. SUCH A DIALOGUE 
WAS JUSTIFIED BY THE FACT THAT THE U.S. AND THE NORTH 
KOREANS WERE SIGNATORIES TO THE ARMISTICE AGREEMENT. 

5. NOUMOFF SAID THAT THE NORTH KOREANS TOLD HIM THEY WERE 
READY TO SIT DOWN WITH THE AMERICANS AT ANY MUTUALLY 
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AGREEABLE TIME AND PLACE. THEY SUGGESTED THAT PANMUNJOM 
MIGHT BE ONE SITE FOR THE DISCUSSIONS. THE MEETINGS COULD 
BE "OPEN OR BEHIND CLOSED DOORS '. THE NORTH KOREANS FIXED 
THREE GENERAL OBJECTIVES FOR SUCH TALKS: 

1 . TO UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER’S POSITION. 

2. TO NARROW BILATERAL DIFFERENCES. 

3. TO COME TO AGREEMENT GRADUALLY. 

6. COMMENTING ON THE LETTER TO THE SECRETARY FROM HO TAM, 
NOUMOFF SAID THE NORTH KOREANS HAD TOLD HIM THAT IT WOULD 
BE A MISCALCULATION FOR THE AMERICANS TO INTERPRET IT AS 

A SIGN OF WEAKNESS. THEY HOPED FOR A "SINCERE AND FAVOR 
ABLE" RESPONSE AND TOLD NOUMOFF THAT THEY WOULD ARRANGE 
TO BRING HIM TO PYONGYANG IF AN ANSWER WAS CONVEYED TO HIM 
BY THE USG. 

7. ACCORDING TO NOUMOFF, THE NORTH KOREANS SAID THEY HAD 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TAKEN NOTE OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S INTENTIONS TO WITHDRAW 
GROUND TROOPS FROM KOREA AND OF HIS STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN SOUTH KOREA. THEY WERE WATCHING THE SITUATION CLOSELY 

TO SEE WHETHER HE FULFILLS HIS PLEDGES. 

VANCE 
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